Navigating the Open Educational Practice Landscape
Open education is an evolving term that covers a range of philosophies and practices aimed at widening access to education for those wishing to learn, with the current focus predominantly on practices based around reuse and sharing. This current focus can be traced back to the Open Educational Resources (OER) Using a citation analysis method, the landscape of research in open education could be constructed. This method proceeded by gaining an initial sample of 20 documents on the basis of literature database searches for items which referred specifically to the history or definition of openness (("open education", "open learning", openness) AND (history,definition)). The references of these articles were then extracted, and the papers which were cited by at least two of the original sample items were then added to the sample to include their references in the next iteration. Although this process could be repeated indefinitely, four iterations have been carried out and it was felt that meaningful clusters had emerged at this point. At this point, the network included 5,217 references from a total of 172 publications. Using the social network analysis tool Gephi, a network of citations could then be plotted. Clusters within this could be identified, and appropriate labels imposed. The resulting network is shown in Figure 2 . What the network demonstrates is that our impression that there is little cross referencing between these areas is borne out. In some areas this might be understandable, for example many articles on open access publishing are from an information science, librarianship perspective, and similarly the work on social media emerged from a communications focus and evolved into consideration of academic use of such tools. Given the similarity in aims and issues faced by MOOCs and OERs, the absence of much overlap between them is surprising. The lack of a basis in foundational work in elearning and open education speaks to a 'year zero' mentality that posits this work as revolutionary and new.
Perhaps the area of most interest is that of Open Educational Practices (OEP), which acts as a bridge or glue between many of the other clusters, located as it is at the intersection of social media, open access publishing, and OER. It includes articles focused upon digital scholarly practices, and open educational practices, spanning both the research and teaching remits of higher education. This may demonstrate that once initial foundation of content has been established, the more interesting work relating to what it means for educators and learners in terms of new opportunities, changes in practice, and critical analysis can commence. This work is more likely then to make connections beyond its immediate category, linking to pedagogical theories, sociology, computer science and general education.
It is our contention then that providing connections between these bodies of research in open education is mutually beneficial for researchers and practitioners. The studies into practice since the 1970s have produced an extensive body of theory in open and distance education, which can add valuable insights for current researchers and practitioners. In addition, researchers and graduate students will be able to enrich their studies by tracing ideas, connections, discontinuities and patterns gleaned from the analysis of earlier studies. Further, current discourses about the meaning of openness in education may well benefit from an understanding of historical patterns of open and distance education research, in particular the challenges faced. Open educational practice provides one means of encouraging these connections and overcoming silos of practice. 
